Friends of Braidburn Valley Park AGM

Greenbank Church Hall 2nd  February 2009

Present: Committee: Karen Young (Chair), Peter Weeks (secretary), Lindsay Walls(treasurer), Linda Bendle,  Keith Knight, Charles Black, Andrew Swann, Roger West

Edinburgh City Council: Mike Shields Community Parks Officer, 

Carillion Civil Engineering: Stuart Mackay

Minutes of previous meeting: Accepted without amendment. 

Welcome and introduction: Karen Young congratulated and welcomed members who had managed to overcome the challenging conditions (6 inches of snow), and presented the 2008 report.

· Green flag has been awarded for second year, recognised as best community park in Edinburgh.

· Judges visited the park as part of the “Scotland in Bloom” competition for which Edinburgh obtained a Silver Gilt award.

· Karen was awarded an “Inspiring Individual” award in recognition of all the work she does for the FBVP, complete surprise to Karen as she was unaware that the committee had nominated her.

· The orienteering course is now established, tested out on rainy June evening by a variety of hardy souls. Local schools plan to use the course during spring term 2009.

· Working with the council to address the grass cutting issue which has resulted in damage to various areas of the park.

· Committee members have provided support to other community groups.

Members of the Committee gave reports of the past year’s activities:

Schools Involvement – Linda Bendle

2008 was another busy year of involvement by pupils of South Morningside and Pentland Primary Schools. Activities included bulb planting, wildflower meadow raking and litter picking regularly throughout the year. The children have produced a book with their views on the park, which was available for members to look at after the meeting.

Duke of Edinburgh Award – Andrew Swann & Charles Black

Four local boys ( Callum and Euan Swann, Andrew Robertson and David Crummey) have been extremely industrious during 2008, their Bat Box making skills have been so prolific we  were able to donate of 15 spare boxes to Friends of Hermitage. Other activities included:

· Trimming back the overgrown shrubs at the Comiston Road entrance.

· Clearing the Path from Comiston Spring to the South bridge.

· Planting shrubs around the Gas governor station.

· Delivery of the Valley Voice.

The committee recorded their thanks for the boy’s efforts & support during the year.

Tree warden report – Keith Knight

Replacement of the cherry tree trefoil has begun with the first phase planted in the last few weeks with the help of some of the Brownies and Guides who planted the original trees in 1935 and a few current local Rainbows, Brownies and Guides. 

Tree management plan to be finalised, and phase 2 of the Cherry Tree replacement programme are the 2009 priorities.

Community Involvement – Peter Weeks

Valley Voice is now distributed in both paper & electronic format and is also available on the FBVP web-site. The Burn cleanups held in Spring and Autumn were referred to during the Green Flag & Scotland in Bloom judging to demonstrate the activities that involve the community. The highlight of the year is our summer event “Tea in the Park”, unfortunately 2008 was a “Wet & Windy one” and the event was moved indoors, thanks to Greenbank Church for making us welcome at such short notice.

Membership Report & Accounts – Lindsay Walls

Membership is still healthy – 180 renewals have been received.

Accounts were presented and accepted, copy in appendix 1.

Charitable status has been obtained therefore subscriptions now qualify for “Giftaid”.

Park Management Plan – Mike Shields

A brief overview of the 2009 plans which include:

Drainage problems on the paths are being addressed.

Additional slats to be installed to the Middle bridge.

Comiston road railings to be inspected and remedial work undertaken.

Three new seats to be installed on the East side of the burn.

“Forth Bridge” near the North entrance of the park to be installed by March 2009.

New notice board planned for the south end (Oxgangs entrance)    

Plans for 2009 – Karen Young

Committee membership: Karen Young is standing down as Chairperson but will continue as a committee member Andrew Swann has agreed to take over the Chair. Andrew Glidden has resigned from the committee due to family & work commitments Jean Williams offer to join the committee was accepted. All other committee members remain in place

Braidburn Flood Defence Scheme  –  Stuart Mackay (Carillion)

A presentation was given explaining the project and the planned activities that will take place in the park.  Whilst concerns were raised  about work planned for the south end of the park Stuart assured the meeting that the committee would have an opportunity to meet with Carillion on site prior to it commencing. Overall the presentation was very informative and well received by those present. 

The meeting closed at 21.50.

