FBVP Meeting – 10 May 2010 (13 Greenbank Loan)
Present    Andrew Swann (AS), Karen Young (KY), Charles Black (CB), Lindsay Walls (LW)          

                 Louise Maguire (LM), Roger West (RW) & Linda Bendle (LB)
Apologies  Keith Knight (KK)
Green Flag  2 ‘mystery’ assessors seen in the park 2 weeks earlier. We will not hear outcome for quite some time.
Leaflet  Draft new leaflet discussed. Logo to be inserted. Comments on photos (suggest a swap round) and wording of achievements letter. Timescale still unknown.





                         KY 
Grass Cutting  Site meeting with Mike Shields still o/s





           KK

Whip Replacement  Mike Shields has confirmed replacement whips will be forthcoming in 2011 – original species.

Andrew to confirm to go ahead with this arrangement.





           AS

Karen has approx 15 birch whips for planting. Will be planted by P7s




     KY/LB

Flood Defence Work  The work carried out by Carillion at south end of park discussed in particular shrubs which may have been planted in wrong place. Keith is due to meet Stuart McKay to conclude this.

          KK

Valley Voice  With a further edition due various short articles to be drawn up and sent via Louise – cherry tree planting; butterbur; clean up with emphasis on recycling; Sept tea in park; subscription reminder; moth night         LM

Tools  Friends insurance due for renewal in summer when value of equipment will be updated.                              LW
We wish to proceed with Action Earth Biodiversity grant (via SNH) value £250 to tackle butterbur areas by setting a date in June (requires to go on public website). It is hoped QII from Church will be practically involved here.         KY

Wish to advertise for a quartermaster to oversee our substantial tool store – VV (include above); noticeboards and email to membership










           AS

Summer Event (4 Sept)  LB has carried out successful meetings with herself! Here are conclusions. Star act will be Pulse of the Place (youth samba band) at cost of £125. Pursuing bike display team eg Seven Stanes. Crafts – willow fish. Require smooth stones from seashore (say 10 cm long) – all can assist  here. Duck race (KK?). Bouncy castle. Plants. Storyteller. Horses (Charlotte?). Face painting. Beat the goalie. Fire engine. Ambulance(?). Community police. Toilet & generator. KY to prepare spreadsheet. Appeal to members by email for volunteers to assist tent erection. Church hall booked just in case! 








          ALL
Ducks – to be borrowed the day after 5 Sept by Water of Leith. They will be asked to sort out our bagful following our event prior to their use.

School Activities  LB took us thru’ 4 Fridays – 21 & 28 May, 4 & 11 June. LM, LW & CB will be assisting when this year there will be 2 sessions each morning (some 15 others 30 children). 



          LB
Some P5s will learn how to orienteer over 3 Tuesday evenings. Pencils - KY  







       

Work Parties  It is proposed to see if there is sufficient interest amongst members to form a regular working party in the park. Suggest we have initial meeting in Church on Tues 15 June at 7.30. Contact by email and noticeboard










                           CB/AS/LW
Charitable Status  LW confirmed our first full return required. Some assistance required and agreed including an the action plan for last year (2009)




                                                      LW/KY/CB 

A.O.B.  Mentioned that CB was to receive Inspiring Volunteer Award from D of E following KY Award in 2009.

Hire of our Gala tents was discussed and agreed in principle there should be a charge of £25 since a Friends member would require to be present at erection of tent.

Noted that Waitrose green tokens had Friends of BVP as one of their recipients at present. Should members be advised?
Member of public had raised question of a play area in park. Council will not consider being in a dip.

Finances – LW produced a cash account to show a healthy balance £6,968.58.  Of this approx £3,000 is committed expenditure. This is encouraging picture.

2.

Butterbur – present position was discussed to continue chipping away at this extensive unwanted plant. Since giant hogweed has been spotted (and Council to be advised AS) perhaps they could spray at least one area of this spread to monitor the outcome.
2 residents in Greenbank Cres continue to raise issue with Council over their back border with park – Prof Melville and Mr A Smith. These have long outstanding issues which will eventually have to be resolved by Council. Lack of finance continues to be their status quo.

D of E Volunteers – Although meeting made aware that all 4 remaining lads were finished or nearly finished they have since then indicated they wish to continue this volunteer role for their Gold Award. This is good news. We will still try to recruit more starting in June by advertising at GWC.





      KY/CB 

Cherry tree benches – KK confirms since meeting that Julian due to start work any day now but communication has been far from easy. Hopefully there will be positive news very soon.



                           KK

Next Friends’ meeting – Mon 23 August at 1 Riselaw Crescent (AS) – 7.30pm
