Friends of Braidburn Valley Park Committee Meeting

9 Swan Spring Avenue

15th November 2007

Present: Karen Young(chair), Lesley Trew, Peter Weeks, Louise Maguire, Lindsay Walls, Keith Knight, Linda Bendle, Charles Black

Apologies: Andy Glidden, Margot Gillon  

Matters arising from previous meeting:

Summer event actions:

Outstanding invoices paid. £544.71 profit. 

Wood not required for future raft building

Gazebos CB still researching and will forward by email.                                                 CB                                                                                                                                        

A1 boards made for banners. LT to add to inventory                                                       LT

Council matters:

Flagpole due to be placed next week. Children from school to join and Council will photograph.

New mowers – no alternative available. Council aware of problem. 

Trees - 47 identified to be felled and replaced as first phase – due Jan/Feb. Suggest send out joint letter with Council as consultation to community groups especially Guides and request involvement in planting. Response to KK and LM. To put in noticeboard as well.

New noticeboard to be placed at Comiston Springs entrance and one is being placed in S Morningside School.                                                                                                 KY/LW                                                                                                                                   

Dog poo Council policy is not to have dog free zones.

Bins: New bins available from council and they will be fixed to the ground

Old Poles to be cleared

Pavilion Council seem to support removal but no immediate plans

New bridge: Quotes obtained and plans to be forwarded to flood prevention committee

Management plan: ongoing

Cycling: Park will be “core path”

Amphitheatre steps: 6 rows could be reinstated if we supported it and we could apply for a grant.

Orienteering: Quotes to be obtained for new plaques, poles and contractor. We will apply to Parks department open spaces for grant to do this.

Sensory trail: KY has approached James Carter interpretation consultant to come for overview and discussion re feasibility study for ideas. Committee agreed to go ahead. KY              

Wildflower meadow: School pupils raked last week. Still some work to do. Suggest Duke of Edinburgh volunteers finish. KY to contact.                                                                    KY

Wildflower panel: ready to be installed. Hopefully this will be done soon. Council will liaise with AG

Bulb planting: Snowdrops, bluebells and daffodils. School pupils from S Morningside and Pentland 28th  and 29th November. 

Tram shelter: LW meeting 10th January with Lothian buses management to discuss a panel with history about trams and shelter.

Benches: Possibility of new benches. Few positions suggested.

Website 

KK, LG, AG met recently to discuss. KK’s brother has given quotes to develop and to allow us to maintain and update. This was agreed. To apply for grant from Council.    KK/LW/KY                                   

Leaflet

AG has designed prototype based on interpretation panel. Changes suggested. To contact AG                                                                                                                                      

Wildflower education pack

Still needs checked 

Valley Voice

This edition now ready for delivery. Next issue due January. Suggested items Bulb planting, wildflower meadow, AGM and green flag. Children to be asked to provide written piece and drawing and prize offered.

AGM

Monday evening considered most suitable 4th February. Malcolm Cant to be approached.LW    

 Duke of Edinburgh volunteers 

3 GWC pupils have volunteered to help in the Park. CB has offered to be supervisor.

Our insurance will cover this.

It was agreed that they:

Litter pick and assist with clean ups

Build and place bat boxes.

Delivering Valley Voices

Cementing posts for orienteering course unless we can afford a contractor

Bulb planting

Graffiti painting

Plant blackthorn/hawthorn bushes round gas governor station.

Removal of grass clippings from wildflower meadow

Helping with Summer event

Consider reforming steps

Recent PR/ publicity activities 

KY recently gave a presentation to Edinburgh and Lothians Environmental Education Forum which was well received

BBC wish to film and interview as a pitch for a possible future programme to improve “poor “ parks with reference to community involvement.

Friends of Parks meeting review of year will take place on 4th December. KY/LW to present.

New logo

Still in preparation

Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 15th January 2007 at 23 Greenbank Crescent.  

Committee annual dinner: Tuesday 26th February 7.30 Howies, Bruntsfield.      LB to book. 

