Friends of Braidburn Valley Park AGM

Greenbank Church Hall 4th February 2008
Present: Committee: Karen Young (Chair), Lesley Trew(secretary), Lindsay Walls(treasurer), Linda Bendle, Andy Glidden, Keith Knight, Louise Maguire.

Edinburgh City Council: Mike Shields Community Parks Officer, Alan Mitchell, Urban Forest Project Officer

Scottish National Heritage: Siobhan McGuigan

Members: see appendix 1

Apologies: Charles Black, Margo Gillon, Councillor Elaine Aitken, Bill Geddes, Neil and Dilys Gellatly, Pauline Meikle, John Nicholson 

Minutes of previous meeting: Accepted without amendment. 
Welcome and introduction: Karen Young welcomed members with an overview of the year which included being one of the first Scottish parks to be awarded a Green Flag. This was instituted in 1996 in England and Wales and was piloted in Scotland in 2007. The criteria used are welcome, safety and security, cleanliness and maintenance, sustainable practices, conservation and heritage, community involvement, marketing and a management plan. We were particularly praised for our wildflower meadow and community involvement via the Friends Group.
Members of the Committee gave reports of the past year’s activities:

Schools Involvement – Linda Bendle
2007 was another busy year of involvement by pupils of South Morningside and Pentland Primary Schools. This comprised bulb planting and wildflower meadow raking in November and Legacy Tree planting by P7’s in April. Primary 7 pupils helped litter picking regularly throughout the year. Primary 4 pupils also took part in an art competition.
Community Involvement – Pete Weeks
Communication with the membership continued with regular Valley Voices and at present a website is under construction. Our usual Burn cleanups were held in Spring and Autumn. The highlight of the year is our summer event “Tea in the Park”. This year was very successful with hundreds of people attending enjoying the usual activities including raft building and the duck race. This year the main attraction was the 7 Stanes mountain bike display team and new on this occasion was a display of vintage cars.
Duke of Edinburgh Award – Karen Young

We are delighted that 4 local boys ( Callum and Euan Swann, Andrew Robertson and David Crummey) have chosen to  help in the Park as the service component of their Duke of Edinburgh Award and committee member, Charles Black, is their assessor. Activities completed so far are bulb planting, litter picking, bush planting and delivering Valley Voices. Future plans are to build bird and bat boxes and painting over grafitti.

Tree warden report – Keith Knight
Replacement of the cherry tree trefoil has begun with the first phase planted in the last few weeks with the help of some of the Brownies and Guides who planted the original trees in 1935 and a few current local Rainbows, Brownies and Guides. 

Members were thanked for the good response to the tree survey. Over 50 members replied. There was overwhelming support to replace the cherry trees and the Wheatley elms and to plant more trees in general good for wildlife and Autumn colour as long as open views are maintained. A full report will be given in the next Valley Voice. 
Wildflower Meadow – Louise Maguire

Unfortunately it was a wet year and not so many flowers were in bloom. However a lot of hay was raked. A new interpretation panel is ready to be placed beside the meadow describing what flowers are planted and a new education pack is nearly complete for use by local schools and youth groups and will be available on the website eventually.

Membership Report – Lindsay Walls
Membership is still growing – 185 by the end of 2007. It has been decided that the subscription will remain the same for 2009 but it is hoped that many will choose to pay by standing order from 2009.
Accounts – Lindsay Walls
See appendix 2
Currently the financial year ends 31st December and this does not allow time for them to be completed and audited by the AGM. LW proposed an emergency motion that “******”. This was seconded by Lesley Trew and carried unanimously by the meeting.

The committee is also exploring the possibility of obtaining charitable status which will allow recovery of Giftaid from subscriptions.
Promotional Activity – Karen Young

We have been invited to give several presentations of our achievements during the year. These were on the Scottish Natural Heritage website, at a sharing good practice event at Scottish Natural Heritage and at a Friends of Friends group event organised by Edinburgh City Council
Park Management Plan – Mike Shields

A brief overview of the current plan was presented which has been submitted for the 2008 Green Flag award. This includes plans for a new bridge over the Burn and possibly to reinstate 5 rows of “seating” on the grass bank opposite the “stage”depending on the costs and available funds.

Plans for 2008 – Karen Young

Committee membership: Margo Gillon and Lesley Trew wish to demit office. Nominations have been received for two new members -  Roger West proposed by Louise Maguire, seconded by Lindsay Walls and Sharon Counsell proposed by Karen Young, seconded by Linda Bendle. They were accepted by the meeting and it was agreed that the office bearers would be decided by the committee at their next meeting though Karen Young has agreed to continue for another year as Chair and Lindsay Walls as treasurer.

Rona Ferguson has agreed to be a coopted member to coordinate the Summer event which will take place on Saturday 6th September 2008.
The next Burn cleanup will be Sunday 9th March. All members and friends welcome. Waders and refreshments provided.   
Other plans for 2008 include completion of the orienteering course, installation of the new wildflower interpretation panel, repair of one of the existing panels and erection of the flagpole for the Green Flag. The website is in preparation financed by a Neighbourhood Communities grant from the Council and coordinated by Keith Knight. The URL is www.braidburnvalleypark.org.uk. A trial site is active at present.

It is hoped to create an interpretation panel in the old tram shelter on Comiston Road outlining the history of the trams in the area. Lothian Buses have agreed to fund this.
Plans for a possible sensory trail in the park have begun but this is at an exploratory stage at present.

The Park will again be entered for a Green Flag award and also for Scotland in Bloom this year.
In the longer term we hope to have a ceremonial cherry tree planting involving the Council and Girl Guide association to mark the 75th anniversary of the original planting.

Comments and Questions:

The meeting was opened to the floor. 

A comment was made that the views from the Park should be maintained when trees were planted as this is such a unique and valued feature at present.

A question was asked regarding dog fouling and the use of the hotline and the lack of frequent visits by dog wardens.

A comment was made regarding the bridge at the south end which was thought to pose a potential hazard to young children because of open side panels.

Mike Shields agreed to deal with these points.

The Urban Forest – Alan Mitchell
A presentation was given explaining the project which is to document and preserve ancient woodlands and to promote good tree management in the City of Edinburgh and to encourage new tree planting.

This promoted discussion afterwards regarding past problems of tree damage by strimming and poor staking. Mike Shields said that there were now clear guidelines for good practice as a result of the project which would be passed on to contractors and their work would be checked. It was also suggested that the Friends organise a stake removing session to prevent future damage as mike Shields said he does not have the manpower to do this.

It was also noted that tree preservation orders were to be continually reviewed and updated on an ongoing basis and that nominations for new orders were welcome.

The meeting was then closed.
